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Thanks

| visited Israel in spring 2022 for interviews and photo shoots for the IsraeliJazz book | started
in 2019. Even though this project was originally intended to be a photographic endeavor, |
chose to write the book first, publish it, and then, pursue some exhibition options.

| met Amikam Kimelman, a saxophonist, arranger, and composer who has been the director
of the Rimon School since 1990, late April 2022. We had an enjoyable talk, so | was not
surprised he called when | was back in Paris. Telling me he was also a director of the Jaffa
international jazz festival and proposing me to exhibit my Israeli jazzmen photographs during
the next festival edition in October 2022.

| agreed very fast, and it was only later that | realized how difficult it would be to organize an
exhibition so far from home in a place where | had no professional contacts at all.

But | reasoned that Tel Aviv would be a good spot to launch my IsraeliJazz project and spread
the word about it from here.

| also made the decision to recruit a local curator, and | chose Katerina Krylova, a recent
Russian immigrant who had only arrived a few weeks prior when | first met her online.

This exhibition has been made possible thanks in large part to Amikam's surprise proposal
and Katerina's artistic direction and support throughout the entire project. | deeply thank
them.

| want also to thank everyone of the musicians I've encountered throughout this project as
well as their staff for letting me get close to them, make those pictures, and explore the world
of Israeli jazz.

| also want to express my gratitude to all the people in Israel who offered me some of their
time to give me their views on how to effectively begin such a project in Israel.

Also, a motivated team of freelancers worked for making this project alive: website development,
design projects, research tasks, and a marketing strategy for the project's expansion.

Big thanks to my wife Rosa, my daughters Lea and Lois and to Yona and Eden, who has seen
me so busy for the last months and supported me even though | was quite absent of my other
duties.

| hope you will like what we produced and am glad to answer any question:
raphael@israelijazz.com

Raphael Perez

| was born in Tunis, Tunisia in 1960 in a Jewish family. We had to leave to France at a very
short notice when the 6-day war began in June 1967 and the population turned against their
Jewish neighbors, along to the Tunisian climate wake after the country become independent.
| was 7 years old, and | recall very few images of my first years in Tunisia. By chance, my father
was an avid photographer, and he always documented our trips within the country, our
vacations, family events, meetings with friends and our life at home. And | still have several
cardboxes at home with many photographs of this time. They are my memories of my first
years and an invaluable tribute to my father who passed away in April 2020.

| don't have many real souvenirs of my seven years in Tunisia, | just have some images in my
mind. The strongest souvenir | have of these times is that my father had a lot musicians
among his friends. They were often coming to our home to meet and play music and spend
some good times like sharing drink and Tunisian good foods. They showed me their instruments
and how to play them. | had never played music and | was offered a violin a few weeks before
June 1967, but | never started my first lesson. | will always remember their joy in playing, their
passion to meet as friends, and me being on their knees as they played.

Also, since my very first years, | have been educated with respect and love for Israel - a
country where a part of my family was living and that became the guarantee for the Jewish
people that 'it will never happen again'. My parents were proud of the country that always
seemed so close to us and present in our lives, even if my first visit there was only when
| was 10.

My photographs of musicians are a tribute to those people who always prefer to be happy and
share their joy of life through music against all odds. My project IsraeliJazz is the result of my
education, passion and a special thought to my father who would have loved watching those
pictures. It is also my contribution in promoting the country and its capacity to choose life,
culture, and happiness all along its history also through its musicians | also wanted to tell the
story of Israel success in the global jazz scene that is really not known.

Raphael Perez, is a French photographer with a background in the high-tech business. For the
last 10 years, he specialized on the on-stage photography of musicians and singers. His
photographs have been published in online medias like jazzespresso and allaboutjazz.

He worked also on fashion and commercial projects and comedian portfolios.



The IsraeliJazz project

The IsraeliJazz project proposed by French photographer Raphael Perez presents his work
that started with photographs of more than 60 Israeli musicians he met in France during
various performances and festivals between 2017 and 2022.

The Tel Aviv exhibition includes 25 of them that are part of a wider collection of over 80
images that are included in the IsraeliJazz book.

The aim of the project is to highlight how jazz started its history in the country in the
1930s and how Israel became a major player on the international jazz scene with several
hundreds of professional musicians performing globally nowadays.

In cooperation with specialists several articles about the Israeli Jazz phenomenon were
written for the book.

The book project was first started as photographs book but when starting to write the
musicians biographies, Raphael realized the interest of the story behind musician's success
and he decided to increase the scope of its project.

The IsraeliJazz project is today a multimedia project that combines a printed art book,
events, a series of exhibitions and digital platform:

- The lIsraeliJazz book presents photographs and bios of Israeli jazzmen, but also the
network of Israeli jazz schools, key venues, festivals, and leading people. The book will be
published in 3 languages and released globally in February 2023;

- A series of photography exhibitions with a first in Tel Aviv in October 2022 curated by
Katerina Krylova;

- A digital platform launching in November 2022 that will provide live updates of the book
content through its website and social networks.

If you are interested to support this project by purchasing the book or photographs prints
or to donate, please contact us through the project presentation website
www.israelijazz.com

Curator of the exhibition Katerina Krylova
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